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Hang on, thatôs a motor boat with a daggy anchor not a fine 

sailing vessel ! Whatôs it doing on the cover page of the Compass 

Rose?  

  

Editor:  Mike McEvoy 
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Photo Courtesy Eric Wells 
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  CR UISING DIVISION OFFICE BEARERS ï 2016 - 2017  

 
Cruising Captain  Michael Mulholland 0418-476-216 

Vice-Commodore 
Cruising 

Michael Mulholland 0418-476-216 

Secretary  Evan Hodge 0419-247-500 

Treasurer  Evan Hodge 0419-247-500 

Membership  Kelly Nunn-Clark  0457-007-554 

Name Tags  [Ŝƴŀ 5Ω!ƭǘƻƴ κ WŜŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  

Compass Rose 
Coordinator  

Committee Members   

Safety Coordinator  Phil Darling  0411-882-760 

Maritime User Group  Mike McEvoy 9968-1777 

Sailing Committee Michael Mulholland 0418-476-216 

Guest Speakers  Committee Members as required 

On Water Events 
Coordinator 

Evan Hodge, Michael Mulholland, Phil 
Darling, Kelly Nunn-Clark  

Michael 0418-476-216 

Phil 0419-247-500 

On Land Events 
Coordinators 

Kelly Clark, Gill Attersall 

Committee Members Michael Mulholland, Phil Darling, Dorothy Theeboom, Kelly Nunn-
Clark, Evan Hodge 

 

 
Editor's note:  
 
Deadline for the next edition of the Compass 
Rose, is 28 June 2017 
 
The EDITOR for the next Compass Rose is 
                Phil Darling 
Please forward contributions via email to the 
editor: darlingp@ozemail.com.au 
ond.net.au 
 

 
 

 
Opinions expressed in the Compass Rose are those of the contributors, and do not 
necessarily reflect opinions of either Middle Harbour Yacht Club or the Cruising Division. 
 

Cover: The guest Editorôs (new) boat in its old home waters at Bobbin Head. 
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MHYC CRUISING DIVISION CALENDAR 

  

 
NEXT MEETING:        Monday June 19 at 7:30 p.m. 
           BYO BBQ from 6:30 p.m. 
 
Annual General Meeting  and installation of Office Bearers  
 
Followed by a discussion led by Phil Darling on the Wachman Award and Evan Hodge on what 
do our members want from the Cruising Division e.g. more adventurous/exotic cruises e.g. Lord 
Howe Island, Hobart in 2019 for the Wooden Boat Festival. 

June 

10th to 12th 
LWE 

CD Get Checked Weekend and Raft-up. 

16th 
/ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ ¢ƛŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ς fund raising for the Frank 
Likely Trust 

    17th & 18th Club Get Set Weekend. 

19th   Cruising Division Meeting (AGM) 

July 

16th Seniors Luncheon 

17th Cruising Division Meeting 

20th MHYC Annual General Meeting 

30th  Long Lunch 

August 
 

21st  Cruising Division Meeting 

24th  Skippers Briefing 

 
September 

 

2nd Club Opening Day and Sailpast 

16th & 17th  090 plus Sugarloaf Raftup 

18th  Cruising Division Meeting 

October 

Sept 30th to 
Oct 2nd 

Oct LWE Cruise to Lake Macquarie (Tides OK) 

5th  Twilight racing starts 

16th Cruising Division Meeting 

November 
18th & 19th  On Water Event (TBA) 

20st  Cruising Division Meeting 
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Captainôs Column ï June 2017  

 

 
 

Greetings fellow cruisers, 
 
!ǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  tƘƛƭ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎΣ 9Ǿŀƴ IƻŘƎŜΣ YŜƭƭȅ bǳƴ-
Clarke and Dorothy Theeboom have been a great team bringing diverse skills and experience this 
ȅŜŀǊΦ  !ƭǎƻ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ 5Ω!ƭǘƻƴΣ aŀǊŀƭȅƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ WŜŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊΣ aƛƪŜ aŎ9ǾƻȅΣ tŀǳƭ ²ƻǘƘŜǊǎǇƻƻƴΣ DƭȅƴƴŜ 
and Gill Attersall have been very active members, facilitating activities of the Cruising Division at 
MHYC.  There are also many members who regularly participate at meetings and events and add 
value in unique ways.  Thank you all for making our Club such a worthwhile community.  
 
An interesting article from Deckee this month: Night sailing: The essential guide for offshore 
cruisers Yachting World 
"Whether you are crossing the channel or crossing an ocean, sailing in the dark is something that 
everyone experiences at some stage in their sailing career and with some simple preparations you 
can make it easier and safer." 
 
Remember that our June 19 meeting is the AGM and election of committee members for the 
coming year.  If you would like to nominate a suitable member, please use the form provided at 
the back of this magazine. 
 
10th-12th June is the Get Checked weekend and Sugarloaf Bay raft-up followed by breakfast at 
Echo Point on the of Sunday morning.  Phil Darling will be co-ordinator. Please have your gear laid 
out and accessible for our volunteer auditors.  Remember that they are checking to ensure that 
our boats comply so that our crews and we are as safe as possible at sea. 
 
28th June will be an on-land event to the National Maritime Museum. 
 
The Cruising Division is a unique clan with extensive skill and diverse experience.  The meeting of 
seasoned sailors willing to share with the fresh enthusiasm of newer sailors is always inspiring.  
This year we have seen members sailing several states and continents.  Many have reported that it 
all started at MHYC Cruising Division!  That is something that we can all be proud of. 
 
See you on the water or at the Club, living the dream! 
Michael Mulholland 
Vice-Commodore Cruising. {¸Φ ά.ƭƛǎǎέ 

http://deckee.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=03d1464527eaa71059aa11a4b&id=ae356f2763&e=72cf340fc7
http://deckee.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=03d1464527eaa71059aa11a4b&id=ae356f2763&e=72cf340fc7
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Future Events  
Sugarloaf raftup up and Safety Inspections 

 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June- Long weekend 

 
Start now getting all that safety gear together and updated ς including those troublesome expiry 
dates in the first-aid kit. Lay them out as shown below, so that our hard working safety auditors 
can quickly give you credit for all the things that are right and spend time with you helping to see 
how you can meet these very necessary standards. This will assist you completing the checklist for 
your boat and speed up the audit process. I know it really irritates this auditor if items are not laid 
out (Mike). 
 

 
(Picture by Margaret Grace in a Compass Rose many years ago!) 

 

Shared experience ς some would call it education ς during the raftup on Saturday night. 
 
Please note, small changes in the latest 2017-2020 Special Regulations, which are now published 
online and separate from the Rules for Racing. The Australian Sailing Special Regulations for 2017-
2021 are effective from 1 July 2017 but have been published early to allow competitors ample 
time to prepare their boats.  
 

This list is not exhaustive and you must look online at 
www.sailing.org.au/search/special+regulations/  
for the whole book which can be downloaded in electronic format or printed.  
 
To compress the list of changes for the Cruising Division, I have omitted most of the changes for 
Cats 1 & 2. Speak to an auditor if in doubt. 
 
Section 3 

¶ LOA now referred to as LH throughout the regulation 

http://www.sailing.org.au/search/special+regulations/
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¶ Hatches windows and ports which are greater than 0.071m2  and open inwards (not 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ оΦлтΦмόŀύύ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ άbh¢ ¢h .9 ht9b95 !¢ {9!έ 

¶ 3.18.4  A change from the requirement to carry 9 litres of water to at least 1 litre of water 
per crew member in addition to that required by clauses 3.18.2 and 3.18.3 

¶ 3.25.1 Where permanently installed, DSC HF/VHF transceivers shall be programmed with 
the MMSI (unique to the boat), connected to a GPS where permanently installed, capable 
pf making distress alert calls, as well as sending a receiving a DSC report. 

¶ 3.25.4(a) VHF transceivers require a mast head antenna for Cat 1-3. Cat 4&5 removed and 
regulation no longer subject to mast height. 

¶ 3.25.1 There is to be at least two means of receiving weather bulletins 
Section 4 

¶  4.01.2 Portable sail numbers no longer required for Cat 4 

¶ 4.04 Fire Extinguisher Australian Standards no longer referenced. Reference to LPG or 
petrol below decks removed. Servicing is recommended. 

¶ 4.06.1(i) A watertight high-powered spotlight now required for Cat 1-3. 

¶ 4.09 A change from 1 July 2015- AIS required for Cat 1 and recommended for Cat 2. 

¶ 4.10.2 International Collison Regulations can now be electronic or hard copy. 

¶ 4.16.2 and 4 PFD changed to lifejacket 

¶ 4.18.1 A change from 1 July 2015 ς EPIRBS must be GPS capable 

¶ 4.24.1(c) A heavy weather jib no longer required for Cat 5 

¶ 4.27 Distress sheet no longer required for Cat 5 and 6 

¶ 5.01.1(f) Only 1 spare lifejacket required now with spare cylinder and spare auto activation 
head if appropriate. 

 

Please advise Phil Darling, or his to be announced delegate, when you 
will be attending. Everyone is encouraged to attend this event, so that we are all prepared 

to safeƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ later in the year. 
If you cannot make it for the CD weekend the Club Get Set is the following weekend at MHYC. 
For forms go to: http://www.sailing.org.au/sport-services/safety/nea-scheme/ 
 

 

Members ô Plan n ed Cruising:  

CAVIAR   

Caviar is heading north to Hamilton Island in easy stages departing July 1st together with LuLu 
Belle. Anyone interested in joining please contact Max on 0432713793 or uni1948@tpg.com.au.  

 

Galaxy III  
Ψ!ǊŜ ǿŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅŜǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎǊǳƛǎŜΩ ς Chris & Ben Canty.  
Follow Chris & Ben Canty on their blog and tracker at  
https://www.are-we-there-yet.com.au 

 
See a couple of extracts from their blog later in this edition. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.sailing.org.au/sport-services/safety/nea-scheme/
mailto:uni1948@tpg.com.au
https://www.are-we-there-yet.com.au/
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CD Quiz ς June 2017 by Phil Darling 
 

1. Sailing around the harbour, you notice the following two flags  

 

 
flying from a construction crane. What does this mean? 

2. How far offshore must you be before you can pump out your holding 
tanks?  

3. A yacht wishes to pass under a bridge with a charted height of 10m.  The 
charted depth under the bridge is drying 2m.  The yacht has a draft of 1.5m 
and an air draft of 12m.  MHWS is 6.5m.  Is it possible? 

4. You are travelling north and come to a large marker coloured (top to 
bottom) black-yellow-black.  There obviously used to be a top marker but 
it is missing.  Which side of the marker do you steer?   

5. What is the symbol or wording you look for to ensure that you can plot 
positions directly from your GPS onto a paper chart?  What does this stand 
for? 

6. You see a red flare go off at night, but are concerned since it is in the 
middle of an area of reefs and strong currents.  What are your obligations, 
and why?  What would you do? 

7. You are in fog on Sydney Harbour, under sail.  What sound signal should 
you make? 

8. You are going up a river and cannot find any secondary port data; however 
a nearby Standard Port has the same height and timing as the river 
entrance.  Would you expect the tides a mile upstream to be earlier or 
later than at the entrance?   

9. Same location as in the last question ς would you expect the tidal heights 
and range to be greater or lesser upstream? 

10. You note that High Tide today is just after 1pm.  What time would you 
expect it be tomorrow? 
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A CRUISE TO HOBART FOR THE 2017 WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL                                     

by John Howard 

IƻōŀǊǘΩǎ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ Boat Festival has become a world class event and there is a selection process for entries, 

ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ ά½ƛƴƎŀǊǊƻ LLέ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  L ƭŀǎǘ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ IƻōŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƛƎ Thomas, Rob Ogilvie 

and the late John Taylor in 2009; we had a marvellous trip, stopping at Ulladulla, Batemans Bay, Bermagui 

ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌƛŀōǳƴƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜǊǘ .ŀǘǎƻƴ ƛƴ ά!ǉǳŀōŀǘέ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

way.  We caught up with Rƻō ±ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴ .ŜǊƳŀƎǳƛ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ IƻōŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά½έΦ  

As so ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ .ƛƭƭ IǳƳŜƭΩǎ articles, there are myriad factors that can alter the course of a cruise. 

Things are always changing, no two passages are ever the same.   So I knew this trip would be different 

from 2009, and indeed added Eden and Wineglass Bay to the passage plan.  

άtƘŀǎŜ hƴŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǳǊŎƘ tƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ .ŀǘŜƳŀƴΩǎ .ŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘƻǳōǘŀōƭŜ !ƴŘȅ 

Brennan.  We departed at 22:00 on 17 November 2016, motoring to The Basin where we picked up a 

mooring for the night. It was one of those magical, calm, star-filled nights and the world seemed at one 

with the heavens. 

The next morning we left Pittwater at 07:30, motor sailing into a light SE that turned NE around13:00. It 

was a sparkling day and the wind increased throughout, gusting 30 knots around 21:00.   We had a couple 

of reefs in the main, but still managed to dip the end of the boom in the sloppy seas a couple of times.  

The biggest surprise was a very cold wave from the wrong 

direction that broke over the quarter and instantly filled 

the cockpit. Somehow it missed Andy but I was drenched, 

shivering and had no choice but to go below for a change 

of clothes. 

We made good time to anchor beyond the sea grass near 

ǘƘŜ άIƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭέ WŜǊǾƛǎ .ŀȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘΦ ²Ŝ 

snugged things down, turned in and the next thing I knew, 

it was morning. 

We weighed anchor and watched some whales cruising across the bay.  It was another sparkling day but, 

the wind being light, we motored most of the way to reach the Tollgate Islands at about 14:30. It was low 

tide of 0.23M at 18:53 and I was concerned we would not have sufficient water across the bar for our 1.8 M 

draft.  Our charts were up to date however not accurate as dredging had been in progress.  We proceeded 

slowly with an eye on the depth sounder, encouraged after speaking with the folks at Marine Rescue who 

had better information. 

Andy and I took the long bus ride back to Sydney the next day, ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ  ά½ƛƴƎŀǊǊƻ LLέ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀǘ .ŀǘŜƳŀƴǎ .ŀȅ 

aŀǊƛƴŀΣ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ WŀǊƪŀƴ ос ά/ŜƭƭŀƴŀέΦ 

CƻǊ άtƘŀǎŜ ¢ǿƻέ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŎǊŜǿ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴƛŀΣ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ мм 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ 

Rob Ogilvie and Rob Wilton from Canberra had agreed to join me, but I needed a fourth.  I phoned Mike 

McEvoy hoping he might be available and got lucky when he suggested I try Glynne Attersall. To my very 

great fortune, Glynne was available, so I was now in a position of having three crew members all of whom 

were highly experienced.  At 69, Rob Wilton was the youngest. 

Andy Brennan 
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Assisted by Gill Attersall and Rosemary, we did food shopping at Batemans Bay, topped up the water, did 

last minute checks and departed the marina at 16:00.  I considered anchoring behind Snapper Island for the 

night but as conditions seemed reasonable decided on a night sail toward Eden. We had about 12 kts from 

E-SE, this went E at about 23:00, dropped, then came back as a light W to SW.  It drizzled but was not cold, 

however the very sloppy, lumpy seas made things unpleasant. The sunrise brought a 10 knot N wind, and 

that saw us into Eden at 8:00 on Monday morning.  Calling in at Eden was a key decision as there was a 

reasonable weather window had we decided to push on. With the benefit of hindsight, that probably would 

have been a good idea, but truthfully it had been a tough night and Eden looked pretty attractive. 

We anchored in Snug Cove close to another yacht whose skipper signalled us to avoid an area where some 

ground tackle had bŜŜƴ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ά¸ŀǊǊŀƴŘƻƻ LLέΣ ŀ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ !ŘŀƳǎ пл 

ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ DƭȅƴƴŜΩǎΣ aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳŜ tƻǿŜƭƭΦ  [ŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ 

and it was good to chat with such an experienced cruising couple.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Wilton, Rob Ogilvie and Glynne Attersall 

 
By this time the weather window had closed and it became clear we would be holed up in Eden for a while. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ǳŜ Ǌŀƴ ǳǎ ŀǎƘƻǊŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƭŀǘŀōƭŜΦ {ƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴg 

anniversary although Mike had gone to the Snowy for a few days.  We made the trek up the winding path 

to the shops and topped up our supplies.  Ever thoughtful, Rob Wilton bought a present for Sue as a token 

of thanks and for her anniversary.  

We shuffled across Twofold Bay to Nullica Beach, and back again the next day seeking shelter as the 

conditions were quite boisterous. Finally it appeared that another window was opening on the Thursday for 

ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴƛŀΦ  wƻƎŜǊ ά/ƭƻǳŘǎέ .ŀŘƘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ us good advice by email, and we also 

consulted Passage Weather, Predict Wind and Met Eye. The advice from Roger was that provided we could 

push against the Southerly and get to Gabo Thursday afternoon and average better than 5.8kts after that 

we would get across before a big front came through from the West, expected Saturday morning. The 

predictions indicated that a Westerly course would provide smoother seas, with the added bonus of 

proximity to Babel Island in the Furneaux Group should shelter from the W be required.  
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On the Thursday we rose early and Rob Wilton went ashore seeking fresh milk. The shops were shut but 

¢ƻƳ ŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƘŀǊŦǎƛŘŜ /ŀŦŞέ gave him two litres.  Nice one.  We departed Eden at 8:00 into a 10-15kt S-

SW and reached Gabo Island at about 15:00.   The seas were still lumpy but we were travelling well, much 

better than the catamaran we passed, also motor sailing, that did not look comfortable in the conditions. 

aƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎƭȅΣ ŀǎ ά/ƭƻǳŘǎέ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9 ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ нлΥлл ǿƘere it held all night at 

about 12-15kts. The seas calmed, the almost full moon appeared and visibility was good; these were now 

perfect sailing conditions, and our spirits soared.  Off we went! There was no period of calm in the morning, 

indeed the wind increased slightly after sunrise and then backed to the NE where it held most of the day at 

16kts.  This was champagne sailing, and we were well ahead of our required average. Babel was abeam at 

ŀōƻǳǘ мрΥлл ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ƻƴΦ 

 

The moon appeared only occasionally on the second night of the crossing, however the wind held fair until 

turning through N to the SW by about 2:00 on the Saturday morning. We had made it across, and thoughts 

turned to finding a protected spot to weather the coming change.  We had a look at Skeleton Bay which 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ȅŜǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ōŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ²ŀǳōΩǎ .ŀȅ 

(Bicheno), and to our delight enjoyed absolutely perfect conditions, the best ever, as we headed down the 

East Coast of Tasmania. I set the autopilot to steer to wind, and during the morning the course lifted to take 

us exactly where we wanted to go. We furled our sails as we motored on approach to Bicheno.  Whatever 

had become of the change? 

.ŀƴƎΗ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΧΦ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ hǳǊ ƛŘȅƭƭƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

chaotic, the sun disappeared, the temperature plummeted and it started to hail.  Seabirds folded their 

wings and sheltered in our lee. The Westerly gale had arrived! There was really only one satisfactory spot in 

what was a tight anchorage and no room for error. Rob Ogilvie calmly and expertly helmed while I tended 

the anchor windlass and we were all glad for the good holding.  We immediately rigged a second anchor at 

the ready just in case.  

The following morning, Sunday, with some difficulty we raised anchor for the five hour sail down to 

Wineglass Bay.  The gale has passed, it was now fine but cool.  The approach to Wineglass is magnificent, 
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ƎǳŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ Ǉƛƴƪ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ IŀȊŀǊŘǎέΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ǘǊŀǿƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƭŜŜƪ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ Ŏŀǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά.ƛƎ ²ŀǾŜ wƛŘŜǊέΦ  DƭȅƴƴŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜǊe to check 

over the Volvo engine and particularly the fuel filters as we had had some concerns about air in the fuel 

line. Glynne worked methodically and expertly but there were no faults to be found. 

With just one week until Christmas, we had to make time to get to Marion Bay on a suitable tide, so we 

reluctantly left Wineglass Bay at 17:00 and had a lovely evening cruise through the Schouten Passage, past 

the not-to-be-spoken Ile de Phoques, along the Mercury Passage and down to the bottom end of Maria 

Island, where we anchored in Shoal Bay at Midnight.   

The following day, Monday, there was a big Northerly pushing us and a considerable swell down toward 

the barred entry at Blackman Head. I was concerned as we sailed toward what was a lee shore that the 

conditions may not be suitable. Glynne phoned a cruising friend with local knowledge who thought it safe 

to proceed, and I made alternative plans just in case.  With lifejackets on and hatches shut we were ready 

ŦƻǊ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ .ƭŀŎƪƳŀƴΩǎ .ŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΦ 

We now were on the well-travelled path down to Dunalley, and made a radio call to the bridge keeper to 

expect us at 11:45.  Through we went, then out into Norfolk Bay where we again hoisted sail for a close 

reach toward Betsey Island, where it was blowing about 24kts from the N.  We proceeded under staysail 

with two reefs in the main, then dropped the main before the Iron Pot for the work up the Derwent.  Our 

heading took us toward the Shot Tower, where we decided to take in all sail and continue the relatively 

short distance up the Derwent to Hobart under motor.   

Our destination for the time being was Prince of Wales Bay Marina which is well up the river, almost as far 

as MONA.  We reached there at 19:00 feeling very pleased with ourselves for what had been a good test of 

boat and crew. We snugged the boat down, went out for a fabulous dinner ashore, and all flew home for 

Christmas the next day. 

In February, Rob Ogilvie, Tig Thomas and 

L ŦƭŜǿ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ IƻōŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ά½ƛƴƎŀǊǊƻ LLέ 

to the Wooden Boat Festival.  We took up 

our position in historic Constitution 

Dock and spent 3 days in the company of 

other poor fools who spend more time 

varnishing than sailing.  Since then I 

have been back several times and have 

cruised with Rosemary down to the 

5ΩŜƴǘǊŜŎŀǎǘŜŀǳȄ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΦ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ted Lilly, the author, Rosemary and Tig Thomas at the Festival 

2017 
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                Sail Port Stephens 2017  
This year was the 10th Sail Port Stephens regatta. There are races for all sorts of boats from sports boats to 
ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ȅŀŎƘǘǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ /ǳǇ ŀƴŘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ /ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎΦ 
Each runs for three days with a rest day in between which allows some boats to go home and others to 
arrive.  
Caviar set out from Middle Harbour at 06.00 on Saturday heading for Newcastle. Imagine our surprise 
when we were contacted by Nashira. Evan and Kelly were off Macquarie light as we left the heads so we 
waved our steaming lights at each other. After three hours of sailing the wind died so we motor sailed the 
rest of the way, having to sit off Newcastle whilst a tanker entered port. There is a race from Pittwater to 
Newcastle as a prelude to Port Stephens and there were quite a number of boats berthed at the yacht club 
for the night. On Sunday morning we left the safety of Newcastle to be greeted by 30-35kt winds and a 4-
5m swell. We followed a rhumb line course for the heads at Shoal Bay. On our port side we could see boats 
taking part in the Newcastle to Port Stephens race along Stockton Bight. We surfed into Port Stephens 
following the lead light and felt that we had graduated from the school of rough weather sailing. 

 
wŀŎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ ŎǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ aI¸/ ōŜƛƴƎ 
represented by Kayimai and Mortgage Choice Rumba in first division and Macscap, Imagine, Lu Lu Belle and 
/ŀǾƛŀǊ ƛƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘǿƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀŎŜǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ƻŦŦ 5Ω!ƭbora marina at Nelson Bay and took us around the 
waters of Port Stephens. We seemed to be jockeying for positions with the same boats each day and some 
ōŀƴǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 
mŀǊƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜƭǎƻƴ .ŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ /ǳǇ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ 
Congratulations to Kayimai which came third in Division one. 
We spent the lay day enjoying the Hunter Valley with some other crews on a bus trip organised by Peter 
LewƛǎΦ CƛǊǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿŀǎ [ŀƪŜΩǎ Cƻƭƭȅ ǿƛƴŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǊŀƴŘŀƘ 
restaurant before heading back to Nelson Bay. Not too sure about the ability of some sailors when it comes 
to karaoke. 
The Performance Cruising races also have two divisions with Kayimai in Division one and Rumba, Macscap, 
Azlan, Lu Lu Belle and Caviar in division two. These races were off shore so we got to sail around the islands 
lying off the entrance to Port Stephens. On the first day the wind petered out just as we were entering the 
heads. As the IRC boats passed we did try for a tow but to no avail. Day two saw better winds and a very 
pleasant sail around Cabbage Tree Island and back.  
  

 

As the weather forecast for Monday was not good, Caviar along with Lu Lu 
.ŜƭƭŜΣ aŀŎǎŎŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻŀǘǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ 
and head south.  After fourteen hours of sailing and motor sailing we arrived 
at MHYC just in time to lower our headsail and pack it away before a heavy 
electrical storm hit. 
All in all it was a good week of racing and some new friendships were made. If 
you are at all interested in racing then this is a very enjoyable regatta and one 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ competing for sheep stations. 

 

                                                   Dorothy and Max Theeboom    Caviar 

Enjoying the weather off Stockton Bight!  

Sailing off Cabbage 
Tree Island 

Island 
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My (new) Boat       by Mike McEvoy 
After four years of fun on the Mariner 3400, Jabiru, she was reluctantly sold in January. She was 
not getting enough use by the family so I opted to go searching for something a bit smaller with 
one deck (a sedan), one main engine and preferably a bow-thruster. After three months of 
searching, including at the Wooden Boat Festival in Hobart, I have found the right boat to fill the 
order. 
 

Nice lines.  
Here you get a view of her with the backdrop of the 40+ 
footers on the Bobbin Head marina, which has been her 
home for many years. 

 
She is a modified Cruise Craft Executive 800 Sedan Cruiser.  Boat length is 8m but LOA is 9m with 
overhangs including boarding platform in laid teak.  Beam is 3m, she draws 0.9m and the mast is 
all of 3.4m above sea level. Now 27 years old she was extensively modified and upgraded in 2006 
and has been well looked after. The modifications include the bow-thruster, new saloon furniture, 
a solid one-piece GRP roof  supported in the cockpit by SS poles, with solar panels and a raked 
mast for lights / antennae plus laid teak floor and transom door. Canvas covers over most of the 
superstructure protect the boat from the weather. The boarding platform has a pull-out ladder to 
assist boarding after swimming. On the trailing edge of the boarding platform are Weaver clips 
which will support the 8f Walker Bay dinghy we already have, which will be our carry-aboard 
dinghy and can quickly be set as a sailboat to take the grandchildren sailing. 
 
The cockpit has built-in bench seating, with a sliding door through to the saloon. It can be 
completely enclosed with clears and canvas covers. Included is a 40litre Finch chest type fridge 
which can run on gas, 12VDC or 240VAC. Shore-power inlet in is the cockpit. The LPG bottle is 
under the starboard side cockpit seat in its own compartment with an outlet overboard for any 
leaked gas. It supplies the stove and Finch fridge. A 75l ice box cabinet is under the cockpit seating. 
Lots of spaces to keep drinks cool.  
 
Accommodation is for four, two on the Vee berths in the forward section and a ¾ bunk just aft of 
them to port amidships. Opposite the bunk is the head which is an enclosed compartment with 
electric TMC 12VDC flush and holding tank aft under the cockpit. There is a hot & cold shower in 
the heads. The saloon has a moveable granite topped teak table (to cockpit) with seating for four 
and many storage spaces, cabinets and lockers including a concealed wine rack. A cocktail cabinet 
is set to port of the saloon table.  Opposite the seating is the galley granite benchtop, the forward 
end of which provides seating for the helmsman. Under the bench is a large amount of storage 
with slide out pantry, and the galley sink and Smev stove set into the top of the bench.  
 
Construction is female-moulded fibreglass, hard chine hull, deck, cockpit, cabin and internal 
furniture mouldings. The hull has a substantial hardwood extended docking keel which protects 
the four-blade bronze propeller. 
 


